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Introduction

• Existing frameworks are fragmented and limited in their material scope, 
geographical coverage and membership, leading to a lack of cohesion among
applicable provisions.

• Material scope: i) most frameworks cover ammunition associated with SALW only, and 
ii) don’t address through-life ammunition management.

• Geographical coverage and membership: there is no universally accepted intrument.

Prevailing gaps in the provision of safe, secure and effective conventional ammunition
controls.



UNGA 76/233 (2021)

• A through-life management approach to tackle problems related to
ammunition in a comprehensive manner, including those related to diversion.

• Decides to establish an OEWG to elaborate a set of political commitments as 
a new global framework (…) building upon and complementing existing
frameworks. (OP 17)

• Reiterates its decision to address the issue of conventional ammunition
stockpiles in surplus in a comprehensive manner. (OP 21)
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Overview of Existng International Frameworks
Firearms Protocol

• Regulates firearms and associated ammunition, parts and components.

• Ammunition is consistently considered in almost all its provisions. 

CCW Protocol V

• Focused on reducing the risks of ERW in post-conflict settings.

• ERW: UXO and AXO.

ATT

• Focused on regulating international trade in conventional arms.

• Excludes ammunition from several several articles and does not cover TLM.



IATG

• Global frame of reference for the development of national standards on PSSM.

• Aim to reduce the risk of UEMS and to prevent diversion.

• Could serve as a reference to develop guidelines to address security-related concerns.

2030 Agenda

• Robust PSSM to curb illicit flows (target 16.4) and to reduce violence and related deaths (target 16.1), 
increase urban safety (target 11.7) and promote sustainbale development.

Securing Our Common Future

• Actions to support progress in disarmament and arms control.

• Disarmament that saves lives: Action 22: excessive and poorly mantained stockpiles.

Wassenar Arrangement

• Multilateral export control regime to promote transparency and greater responsability in transfers.
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Legally binding  regional frameworks



Regional and subregional non-legally binding 
frameworks



Conclusions

• Conventional ammunition is not subject to a multilateral, comprehensive 

framework, but ammunition control measures are featured in different global, 

regional and subregional frameworks.

• Existing frameworks and mechanisms could serve as a reference to develop 

a set of political commitments as a new global framework to address TLM of 

conventional ammunition at different levels.

• The set of political commitments can trigger or invigorate regional and 

subregional commitments and national actions.
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