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Views of the Chinese Government with regard to the establishment of
a nuclear-weapon-free zone in the region of the Middle East

Pursuant to United Nations General Assembly resolution 77/38, the
Chinese Government would like to share its views on the measures
facilitating the establishment of a nuclear-weapon-free zone in the region
of the Middle East as follows:

The Middle East zone free of nuclear weapons, once established,
will help prevent the proliferation of nuclear weapons, ease tension in the
Middle East and enhance peace and security in the region and the world.
While promoting reconciliation and cooperation among the Middle East
countries and facilitating the Middle East peace process, the international
community should attach great importance to and support efforts to
establish a Middle East zone free of nuclear weapons.

The relevant resolutions and decisions of the previous sessions of the
General Assembly, the resolution on the Middle East adopted at the1995
Review and Extension Conference of the Parties to the Treaty on the
Non-Proliferation of Nuclear Weapons, and the relevant provisions of the
Final Documents of the Review Conferences in 2000 and in 2010 should
be effectively observed. The UN General Assembly Decision A/73/546
on convening a conference on the establishment of a Middle East zone
free of nuclear weapons and all other weapons of mass destruction should
be effectively implemented.

Israel should accede to the Treaty on the Non-Proliferation of
Nuclear Weapons as a non-nuclear-weapon State as soon as
possible.States concerned in the Middle East should sign and ratify
Comprehensive Safeguards Agreements with International Atomic
Energy Agency and the international community should continue to
encourage States concerned in the Middle East to sign and ratify the
Additional Protocols to the IAEA Comprehensive Safeguards
Agreements as soon as possible.

China has always firmly supported the international efforts to
establish Middle East zone free of nuclear weapons and all other weapons



of mass destruction, and constructively participated as an observer in the
three sessions of the Conference on the Establishment of a Middle East
Zone Free of Nuclear Weapons and Other Weapons of Mass Destruction
in 2019, 2021 and 2022, thus injecting new momentum to the
establishment of the Middle East zone free of nuclear weapons and other
weapons of mass destruction. China calls upon the relevant
nuclear-weapon States and country in the region to earnestly fulfill their
responsibilities, respond to the legitimate requests of the Arab countries
and actively participate in the above-mentioned Conference process.

In March 2021, when then State Councilor and Foreign Minister
Wang Yi visited the Middle East, he put forward the five-point initiative
on achieving security and stability in the Middle East. As one of the
important pillars of the initiative, China calls on the international
community to support the efforts of regional countries to establish a
Middle East zone free of nuclear weapons and all other weapons of mass
destruction. In August 2022, China submitted a working paper on
nuclear-weapon-free zones and nuclear issues in the Middle East to the
10th NPT Review Conference.

In February 2023, the Chinese government issued the Global
Security Initiative Concept Paper, which listed “Implement the five-point
proposal on realizing peace and stability in the Middle East, including
advocating mutual respect, upholding equity and justice, realizing
non-proliferation, jointly fostering collective security, and accelerating
development cooperation, so as to jointly establish a new security
framework in the Middle East” as a key direction of cooperation.

China will continue to actively participate in the relevant process
and contribute to the early establishment of a Middle East zone free of
nuclear weapons.

It is our hope that the above views will be reflected in the report of

the UN Secretary-General.



