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ON THE EVE OF THE SECOND SPECIAL SESSION OF THE UNITED NATIONSGENERAL ASSEMBLY WHICH WILL BE DEVOTED TO DISARMAMENT, THE peeSIDENTS OF THE STANDING COMMISSION OF TRE INTERNATIONAL RED SpasOF THE INTERNATIONAL COMMITTEE OF THE RED CROSS AND OF THE LEAGUEOF RED CROSS AND RED CRESCENT SOCIETIES, CONSIDER IT THEER DUTYTO EXPRESS THE GROWING CONCERN OF THE WORLD RED CROSS MOVEMENTOVER THE UNPRECEDENTED ESCALATION OF THE NUCLEAR AND CONVEN.TIONAL ARMS RACE,

THE FOLLOWING APPEAL EXPRESSES THE SPIRIT WHICH HAS INSPIREDTHE INTERNATIONAL RED CROSS MOVEMENT THROUGHOUT THE 12Q YEARSOF ITS FEW THREAT 0 ACTIVITIES FOR MANKIND, OVER WHICH THERE LOOMSTODAY THER THREAT OF A CATASTROPHY LIABLE TO DWARF ANY DISASTERRECORDED IN

HUMAN HISTORY,

THE INTERNATIONAL BED CROSS,
|

CONSCIOUS OF ITS AIMS AND OF THE MANDATE TO ALLEVIATE HUMANSUFFERING ENTRUSTED TO IT, AS A UNIVERSAL HUMANITARIAN MOVEMENT,BY THE STATUTES OF THE INTERNATIONAL RED CROSS,
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EMPHASIZING THE FUNDAMENTAL PEIN OF HUMANITY ADOPTED BY
THE TWENTIETH INTERNATIONAL RED CROSS CONFERENCE (VIENNA 1965)
TO PROTECT MAN'S LIFE. ENSURE RESPECT FOR THE HUMAN BEING AND
PROMOTE LASTING PEACE AMONGST ALL PEOPLES,

BEARING IN MIND ALL THE RESOLUTIONS IN FAVOUR OF PEACE AND
OF DISARMAMENT ADOPTED BY NUMEROUS INTERNATIONAL RED CROSS CUNF

RENCES,

GREATLY CONCERNED BY THE WORSENING INTERNATIONAL SITUATION.
THE WIDESPREAD USE OF INCREASINGLY MURDEROUS ARMS AND THE ACCU.
MULATION OF WEAPONS OF MASS DESTRUCTION CAPABLE OF ANNIHILATING
MANKIND.

DEEPLY CONVINCED THAT DISARMAMENT AND PEACE ARE ATTAINABLE
GOALS ANO THAT HUMAN BEINGS ARE NOT CONDEMNED TO DESTROY EACH
OTHER, BUT CAN WIVE IN HARMONY, AS SHOWN BY THE VERY EXISTENCE
OF THE RED CROSS MOVEMENT WHICH UNITES IN A COMMON IDEAL 238
MILLION MEMBERS OF OT RACES, BELIEEFS AND NATIONALITIES,

RECALLING THAT THE RED CROSS DOES NOT VIEW PEACE SIMPLY AS
THE ABSENCE OF WAR, BUT RATHEER AS A DYNAMIC PROCESS OF COOPE.
RATION AMONG ALL STATES AND PEOPLES, COOPERATION FOUNDED ON FREE.
DOM. INDEPENDENCE, NATIONAL SOVEREIGNTY, EQUALITY. RESPECT OF
HUMAN REGHTS, AS WELL AS A FAIR AND EQUITABLE DISTRIBUTION OF
RESOURCES TO MEET THE NEEDS OF PEOPLES,

EXHORTS ALL STATES AND THE UNITED NATIONS ORGANIZATION TO
ADOPT URGENT MEASURES TC STOP ARMED CONFLICTS AND ESTABLISH
LASTING PEACE AND TO PROMOTE RESPECT FOR EXISTING INTERNATIONAL
AGREEMENTS IN ORDER TO SAFEGUARD PEACE FOR ALL PEOPLE,

URGES GOVERNMENTS TO STOP THE ARMS RACE AND TO TAKE ALL
MEASURES TO ACHIEVE GENERAL AND COMPLETE DISARMAMENT UNDER
EFFECTIVE INTERNATIONAL CONTROL,

CONFIRMS ITS SUPPORT TO THE EFFORTS UNDERTAKEN FOR
MAMENT AND ITS READINESS TO CONTRIBUTE TO THEM IN ACCORDANCE
WITH THE PRINCIPLES GOVERNING ITS WORK.

GENEVA, 14TH MAY 1982

ALEXANDRE HAY DR AHMED ABU GOURA ENRIQUUE DE LA MATA
UNQUOTE
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