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May 28, 1982

My dear Mr. Secretary General,

I have the honour to send you the enclosed
statement, "We must seek peace -now.", by scientists
in Japan calling for the abolition of nuclear weapons
and the prevention of war. This statement has been
signed by over 4000 scientists and scholars of all
fields of natural-, social-, and human-sciences
including more than one thousand full professors in
Japan.

I would Tike to call your attention to our
statement and ask your strenuous endeavour toward
strengthening the very urgent action to the world
peace.

Very respectfully yours,

A e

Sho Tanaka

Prof. of Physics Department
Kyoto University, Kyoto 606
Japan (Representative of
liaison business of the
statement)




WE MUST SEEFR

A statement by Japanese scientists calling for the abolition

Recent trends in the world make us conscious of the fact that mankind in the nuclear age is
confronted with a grave danger. The Fourth Kyoto Conference of Scientists held last June
called for the abolition of nuclear weapons and in particular called upon the Japanese
government to free itself of its current nuclear deterrence policy, to abide by the three
non-nuclear principles (“no production, no possesion, and no introduction of nuclear
weapons”), and to make positive suggestions to the world in the cause of nuclear disarmament.
The undersigned scientists express their opinions and resolutions and hope that they will be
studied and supported by people in all levels of society.

A quarter of a century has already passed since Bertrand Russell, Albert Einstein and 9
other scientists, realizing the seriousness of the situation created by the emergence of
thermo-nuclear weapons with huge destructive power, called special attention in July, 1955 to
the fact that the inescapable alternative of the total annihilation of mankind or the
renunciation of war 1s being forced upon mankind. Since then, the expansion of nuclear
armaments and the diversification of nuclear weapons systems have continued without any end
in sight, and the number of nuclear weapons has reached the point where mankind can be
annihilated many times over, and at the same time marked improvements in the accuracy of
nuclear weapons have afforded favourable grounds for first use or first strikes. The final
document unanimously approved at the Special Session on Disarmament of the General
Assembly of the United Nations held in 1978 shows concern about the current grave crisis by
stating, “Mankind today 1s confronted with an unprecedented threat of self-extinction.”

Such circumstances show that the “nuclear deterrence strategy.” which is believed to
prevent war by the threat of nuclear weapons, 1s not only an illusion, but an unstable and
dangerous strategy which drives the confronting parties to a ceaseless nuclear armaments race.
The installation of “theatre nuclear weapons” and the development of a “limited nuclear
warfare” strategy, which have recently aroused grave concern particularly in Europe, increase
the danger of the actual use of nuclear weapons and open a path for total nuclear warfare.

It 1s obvious that the “defence” in such a nuclear strategic system will never guarantee the
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PEACE

— NOW/

clear weapons and the prevention of wars, December 15, 1981.

addition, because of its huge military
'maments puts pressure on the life and
eech, thought, and expression; conceals
. cultural destruction. History shows that
sibility that dangerous decisions, which
ainds of a minority.

sle of the Constitution of Japan that “We,
1l we be visited with the horrors of war
lermined to preserve our security and
ice-loving peoples of the world.” Those
ationality, the path mankind should tread
t Japan is, before any other nation, in the
lling upon the world to abolish nuclear
hout resorting to arms, considering the
at we are the first, and as yet, only nation
ar weapons.

ediately face up to the real state of the
esent stand of acknowledging a “nuclear
ella”, and endeavour seriously to realize

(2)

As for our own country, it should first and foremost take concrete measures to
firmly abide by the three non-nuclear principles. In conformity with them, it should
make efforts to realize the establishment of nuclear-free zones, which include
Japan, and should also endeavour to realize the conclusion of agreements
forswearing the use of nuclear weapons with countries possessing them.

The Government should make efforts to divert the resources of the world spent for
military purposes into peaceful channels.

As is already known, the present military expenditures of the world exceed 500
billion dollars annually. On the other hand, a vast area of the world and the greater
part of the world population is left at the mercy of rampant starvation, poverty and
disease. To reduce the military expenditures of the world and to divert them in the
form of aid to the above mentioned area and people will constitute an effective
measure to ease international tension and to avoid wars, if carried out in the spirit
of true international co-operation and in accord with humanitarian purposes. From
this standpoint, it is really significant that our government take the initiative in
establishing a “fund for peace,” using it for the activities described, and promoting
and subsidizing studies in Japan and overseas, of organizations which enable the
maintenance of world peace as part of the aforementioned aims.

We, being associated with scientific research and education, cannot overlook the fact that

bolition of nuclear weapons and the science 1s being used for inhuman and anti-humanitarian purposes. We, desiring the abolition
ould make efforts to help reach effective of nuclear weapons and the achievement of total disarmament, opposing the present dangerous
blition of the military blocs created by a power policy, and aiming at the creation of a world order without war and a new world fit for
ond Special Session on Disarmament of human life by restraining movements towards the self-extinction of mankind, call upon all
ions, which is to be held in 1982, is a scientists to think and collaborate now with those of other professions in the cause of world
11S. peace.
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