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The outcome of this special session, whose deliberations have to a large
extent been facilitated by the five sessions of the Preparatory Committee
which preceded it, is the present Final Document. This introduction serves
as a preface to the document which comprises also the following three
sections: a Declaration, a Programme of Action and recommendations concerning
the international machinery for disarmament negotiations.

[Tn adopting a comprehensive approach to the whole problem of disarmament,
it was necessary to emphasize that what is at stake is, in the final analysis,
the very survival of humanity#7 While the final obJjective of the efforts of all
States should continue to be general and complete disarmament under effective
international control, the immediate goal is that of the elimination of the
danger of a nuclear war and the implementation of measures to halt and reverse
the arms race and clear the path towards lasting peace. Negotiations on the
entire range of those issues should be based on the striet cbservance of the
purposes and principles enshrined in the Charter of the United Nations, with
full recognition of the role of the United Nations in the field of disarmament
and reflecting the vital interest of all the peoples of the world in this sphere.
The aim of the Declaration is to review and assess the existing situation, outline
the objectives and the priority tasks and draw up a set of principles for
disarmament negotiations.

[?or disarmament, the aims and purposes of which the Declaration proclaims,
to become a reality it was essential to agree on a series of specific disarmament
measures, selected by common accord as those on which there is a consensus to the
effect that their subsequent realization in the short term appears to be feasible.
There is also a need to prepare through agreed procedures a comprehensive
disarmament programme. That programme, passing through all the necessary stages
should lead to general and complete disarmament under effective international
control. Procedures for watching over the fulfilment of the obligations thus
assume¢7had also to be agreed upon. That is the purpose of the Programme of
Aeticn,

Although the decisive factor for achieving real measures of disarmament is
what it is customary to call the "politieal will" of States, and especially of
those possessing nuclear weapons, a significant role can also be played by the
effective functioning of an appropriate international machinery designed to deal
with the problems of disarmament in its various aspects. Consequently, it would
be necessary that the two kinds of organs required to that end, the deliberative
and the negotiating organs, have the appropriate organization and procedures that
would be most conducive to obtaining constructive results. The fourth and last
section of the Final Document has been prepared with that end in view.
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