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1. We are deeply concerned that attempts to deny observers the ability to fully participate
in the deliberations of Meetings of High Contracting Parties to the Convention on Certain
Conventional Weapons (CCW) and its Annual Conferences on Protocol V and Amended
Protocol 1l have once again dominated our proceedings. These attempts undermine the
principles of inclusivity, transparency and openness that underpin effective multilateralism.

2. Observers to the CCW, including intergovernmental organizations, UN organizations,
the ICRC, and civil society, make an essential contribution to the work of the CCW. They
provide thoughtful analyses, insights, knowledge, and experience. We, High Contracting
Parties to the CCW, highly value these contributions. We note that the ICRC, civil society
and other relevant organisations were integral to the development of the CCW leading to its
entry into force in 1983.

3. We re-state our continued support for the inclusion of all observers in the work of the
CCW, including the full participation of all observers in relevant deliberations, consistent
with applicable Rules of Procedure and longstanding established practice.

* The present document was submitted after the deadline in order to reflect the most recent information.
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