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Thank you, Mr. President.  
  

At the outset, let me begin by congratulating you on your assumption of the first 
presidency of the Conference on Disarmament.  
 

I assure you of Türkiye’s support and cooperation in advancing the Conference’s 
work.  
 

Mr. President,  
  

The international security environment continues its downward spiral despite 
many efforts to sustain it. 
 

The war in Ukraine is unfortunately ongoing, leading to vehement humanitarian 
consequences in the country and beyond. 
 

Türkiye takes this opportunity to express once again her support for Ukraine’s 
sovereignty and territorial integrity. 
 

We reiterate our call for an immediate end to this devastating war and prioritize 

a diplomatic solution. 
 

With this understanding, Türkiye has initiated diplomatic efforts, including Black 
Sea Grain Initiative, and will spare no effort to this end in the future. 
 

Mr. President, 
 

Since 2011, the conflict in Syria has been the primary breeding ground for one of 
the worst humanitarian catastrophes globally. 
 

Türkiye remains committed to ending the Syrian conflict through a viable and 
sustainable political process under UN facilitation in line with UN Security 
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Council Resolution 2254 and will continue to protect Syrians as well as its 
borders from terrorist threats. 
 

Mr. President, 
 

Important arms control instruments continue to either erode or become defunct. 
 

We are disappointed by the failure to adopt a final document in the 10th Review 
Conference of the Treaty on the Non-proliferation of Nuclear Weapons (NPT), 
held between 1 and 26 August 2022.  
 

We remain committed to the NPT in all its three pillars and look forward to an 
effective First Preparatory meeting this summer. We continue to support the work 
of the cross-regional Initiative, NPDI (Non-Proliferation and Disarmament 
Initiative). 
 
On the other hand, the adoption of a Final Document in the 9th Review Conference 
of the Biological Weapons Convention, which was held between 28 November 

and 16 December under this roof, was a glamour of hope for the upcoming period. 
 

In order to strengthen the Convention and ensure its full implementation, we will 
be actively engaged in the meetings of the Working Group established by the 
Conference in the relevant subjects and call upon all other states to do so. 
 

Mr. President, 
 

Against such challenges to the rules-based international order as well as global 
disarmament and non-proliferation architecture, there is a pressing need to change 
this course by upholding international norms, fully implementing obligations and 
commitments, restoring dialogue, and promoting transparency and confidence-

building measures.  
 

The Conference on Disarmament can build on the limited but promising 
achievements of recent years. 
 

Procedural issues will not get us out of the current predicament. They are no 
means the priority either. Instead of spending precious time and resources on 
organizational and procedural issues, all Members should focus on bringing this 
invaluable forum back to its substantive work. 
 

We are confident that the CD possesses the necessary mandate, rules of procedure 
and membership composition to deliver its duties.  
 

We rather need, more than ever, mutual trust, and understanding in the 
deteriorating international security environment.  
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We should all strive for future generations to reinvigorate the relevance of the 
Conference by fulfilling its fundamental task. Subsidiary bodies’ discussions in 
2022 enabled us to be acquainted with the views of all members. Türkiye believes 
that there is ample ground to move forward.  
 

We reiterate the calls for an adoption of a comprehensive programme of work as 
a positive starting point in the workings of the CD in 2023.  
 

Mr. President, 
 

Let me briefly touch upon some of the priorities of my country in the subsequent 

workings of the CD.  
 

Firstly, rapid scientific and technical advances create both challenges and 
opportunities to reduce weapons of mass destruction (WMD) risks. 
 

We have also been witnessing a dramatic increase in cyber-attacks targeting 
critical infrastructures, such as electronic communication, finance, energy, 
transportation, water management and other vital public service sectors. 
 

Türkiye is highly concerned with malicious ICT (Information and 
Communication Technology) activities that go against the norms of responsible 
state behaviour in cyberspace. 
 

While globalization and information technology render scientific knowledge 
more accessible, it also increases the possibility of its misuse by terrorist 

organizations. 
 

We fully acknowledge that terrorism and facilitated access to materials, 
technology, and know-how on different forms of weapons of mass destruction by 
terrorist organizations is a major threat to humanity and international security. 
 

Secondly, we reiterate our call for the implementation of the 1995 resolution on 
establishing a Middle East zone free of nuclear weapons and all other WMDs, 
which could also lead to positive repercussions in other matters of discussion in 
the region. We encourage all countries of the Middle East to continue the dialogue 
on the subject. 
  

In 2021, we had welcomed the extension of the New START Treaty and the 

Strategic Stability Dialogue process between the Russian Federation and the 
United States.  
 

The Joint Statement of the leaders of P5 on Preventing Nuclear War and Avoiding 
Arms Races at the beginning of last year was also a good step forward.   
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Regrettably, this trend reversed back and now, the future of nuclear arms control 
and disarmament remains unclear. 
 
We reiterate our position that the use or threat of use of nuclear weapons is 
unacceptable in any circumstances. Any action that can increase the tension 

should be avoided. 
  

We support the efforts for re-commencing such endeavours to prevent a nuclear 
war. 
 

We also call for continued dialogue also among the P5 for nuclear risk reduction. 
 

To advance the goal of the ultimate achievement of a world without nuclear 
weapons, we support pragmatic, inclusive measures, including; prompt entry into 
force of the CTBT (Comprehensive Test Ban Treaty), the commencement of 
negotiations on a non-discriminatory, multilateral and verifiable treaty to ban the 
production of fissile material for nuclear weapons or other nuclear explosive 
devices. 
 

Even if attempts for its reactivation have not been successful, the Joint 

Comprehensive Plan of Action (JCPOA) preserves its importance in nuclear non-

proliferation efforts. We look forward to progress in nuclear talks and continue 

to support IAEA’s (International Atomic Energy Agency) efforts in that regard 

as well. 

We are seriously concerned that the DPRK continues with its nuclear and ballistic 
missile programs in violation of the related UN Security Council resolutions. We 
urge the DPRK to take urgent steps to abandon these programs, return to full 
compliance with its NPT obligations and sign the CTBT as a matter of priority. 
 

Last but not least, Türkiye gives utmost importance to protecting the right of 

unrestricted access to and use of outer space for peaceful purposes, especially for 
the well-being of future generations.   
 

We will continue to engage in the efforts to develop norms for responsible 
behaviors in space in its upcoming meetings.  
 

Thank you, Mr. President. 


