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Opening remarks by the Secretary-General  

of the Conference on Disarmament 
 

Conference on Disarmament 2023 session 

Thursday, 26 January at 10.00 a.m. in Room XIX 

  

 

Mr. President, Ambassador Gamaleldin,  
Excellencies,  
Distinguished delegates,  
Ladies and gentlemen,  

 
It is a pleasure to address you at the start of 

the 2023 session of the Conference on 

Disarmament. Let me begin by wishing all of 

you a Happy New Year. 
 

Excellencies,  

The Conference this year starts at a time of 

great tensions between its members. Last 

year, despite the promising start of the 

Conference we witnessed firsthand how these 

tensions unraveled the process of adoption of 

the CD’s annual report to the General 

Assembly and of the General Assembly 
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resolution.  I remain convinced that the 

Conference is, and will continue to remain, a 

crucial element of the global disarmament 

architecture. I also have no doubts that all 

CD Member States continue to value and 

believe in its role, although many would like 

to see changes in its working practices.  

 

In the face of increasing tensions, the single 

multilateral negotiating forum of the 

international community must continue to 

create sustainable solutions for global peace 

and security.  

 

I recognize that converging on common 

ground to negotiate new treaties against this 

current geopolitical backdrop will be 

difficult. However, it is also worth recalling 

that, historically, it has been precisely during 

bleak times that the Conference has achieved 

some of its greatest accomplishments.  

Therefore, it is especially important in these 

trying days that the Conference’s members 
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uphold the principles of effective 

multilateralism by engaging in respectful, 

inclusive and constructive dialogue.  

 

Excellencies,  

As I shared with the First Committee in 

October, I believe that while we recognize the 

historical significance of the Conference, we 

must also seek to modernize it so that it 

corresponds to the rapidly evolving strategic 

security environment. As you chart its path 

forward, we must ensure that the Conference 

is fit-for-purpose to produce effective 

solutions to today’s disarmament, non-

proliferation and arms control challenges.  

Therefore, I urge all CD members to exercise 

maximum political will and flexibility to 

allow the Conference to achieve its full 

potential.  

 

I, together with my team, which serves as the 

Conference’s Secretariat, stand ready to 

support you in carrying out this vital work.  
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Thank you.  

  

 


