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2023 Session of the Conference on Disarmament            

General Statement by H.E. Ambassador YOON Seongmee  

Permanent Representative of the Republic of Korea to the CD 

Geneva, 24 January 2023   

 

Thank you Mr. President. Good morning colleagues. I would like to begin by 

wishing everybody a happy, healthy and successful new year. I also join others 

in congratulating you Ambassador Gamaleldin on assuming the first presidency 

of the Conference on Disarmament (CD) this year. I assure you of my 

delegation’s full support for your endeavors to advance our work.  

 

Mr. President,  

 

Having joined the CD community following the disappointing outcomes last year, 

I feel all the more heavy-hearted as I take the floor for the first time. It is not only 

because of the unprecedented brevity of the annual report last year. Nor is it 

only because the cherished tradition of adopting our UN First Committee 

resolution by consensus was broken. What is indeed worrying is the growing 

tendency of abusing the rule of consensus as vetoes rather than as an objective 

to reach compromise. If we are to take any meaningful step forward, all of us 

would need to fulfill the genuine spirit of multilateralism. As the representative 

of the Republic of Korea, I will make my best efforts to do just that.  

 

Having said that, where we stand today is undoubtedly more precarious than 

where we stood around this time a year ago. The Russian invasion in Ukraine 

has gravely deteriorated the global security landscape, leading many to 

question the validity of existing commitments and the viability of international 
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order. It is particularly frustrating that a country with the largest nuclear arsenal 

is threatening to use it against a non-nuclear weapon state. It is a sobering 

reminder on the urgency to advance disarmament to safeguard peace. 

 

The repeated failure to break the impasse at the CD, on the other hand, has led 

many to question the raison d'etre of this body as the sole multilateral 

disarmament negotiating forum of the international community. This 

underscores the importance of following up on the long overdue implementation 

of the consensus 1995 Shannon Mandate to begin negotiations of a 

comprehensive, balanced and internationally and effectively verifiable treaty for 

the cessation of production of fissile material for nuclear weapons or other 

nuclear explosive devices. We continue to believe that this should be the priority 

of this body.  

 

At the same time, my delegation wishes to stress that we should never stop 

engaging in fresh review of the CD, identifying ways to revitalize its work, and 

embracing a practical and realistic approach in this regard. Indeed, SSOD-1 

recognized in Article 10 and 1 and I quote, "Although the decisive factor for 

achieving real measures of disarmament is the 'political will’ of States, 

especially those possessing nuclear weapons, a significant role can also be 

played by the effective function of an appropriate international machinery 

designed to deal with the problems of disarmament in its various respects,” 

unquote.  

 

Mr. President, 

 

In our part of the world, there is a case running particularly counter to the 

purpose of this very forum. The DPRK last September passed a law which set 

the threshold for using nuclear weapons far lower than any country in the world. 
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It opened the way for preemptive nuclear strikes and dangerously arbitrary use 

of nuclear weapons. Moreover, as the only country in the 21st century that has 

conducted nuclear tests, the DPRK is maintaining its readiness to conduct a 7th 

nuclear test at any time of its choosing. 

 

On top of this, the DPRK has demonstrated an unprecedented level of 

aggressiveness by firing a record number of missiles of various ranges including 

8 intercontinental ballistic missiles. Such irresponsible and unlawful behavior, 

together with its reckless nuclear blackmail, seriously undermines the 

attainment of the CD's objectives and elevates the possibility of miscalculation 

which could in turn lead to a catastrophe in the region and beyond.  

This is why five paragraphs long principled message calling out DPRK’s nuclear 

ambition enjoyed consensus support at the last NPT Review Conference. We 

strongly urge the DPRK to heed the unified call of the international community 

and cease its blatant challenge against the non-proliferation regime. 

 

My government is committed to working together with the international 

community for complete denuclearization of the DPRK and sustainable peace 

and security on the Korean Peninsula under our ‘Audacious Initiative.’ 

Mr. President, 

 

With these initial remarks, my delegation reiterates its readiness to continue to 

actively participate in the CD discussions this year. It is our sincere hope to 

contribute towards yielding tangible outcomes. In doing so, the Republic of 

Korea, taking a flexible stance, will undertake every effort to embrace a spirit of 

genuine cooperation. Thank you.  /END/ 

 


