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Mr. President, 

I have the honour to speak on behalf of the European Union.  

The Candidate Countries North Macedonia*, Montenegro*, Ukraine and Republic of Moldova 

and the potential candidate countries Bosnia and Herzegovina*  and Georgia, and the EFTA 

country Norway, member of the European Economic Area, align themselves with this 

declaration.  

Let me start by congratulating you, Ambassador Bencini, for your nomination as President of 

this Review Conference and by commending you for your efforts in preparation of this very 

important meeting. We have full confidence in your capacity to guide us through the 

deliberations as we strive for a successful outcome. You can count of the EU’s support in this 

endeavour.  

The EU is firmly committed to a multilateral and treaty-based approach that maintains and 

reinforces international peace and security. The Biological and Toxin Weapons Convention 

(BTWC) is one of the major pillars of the global disarmament and non-proliferation 

architecture. It embodies the important and legally-binding norm that the development, 

production, stockpiling and usage of biological agents and toxins as weapons is unacceptable. 

The EU recognises that biological agents and toxins are widely used for peaceful purposes in 

line with the BTWC provisions. At the same time, the risk of natural or accidental spread of 

dangerous pathogens exists. With the COVID-19 pandemic we have witnessed how quickly 

diseases can cross borders and how dangerous and disruptive they can be. This is why it is more 

urgent than ever to strengthen the BTWC and its implementation. 

Taking into account this context and given the substantive work realised by States Parties during 

the current review cycle, the Ninth Review Conference represents a unique opportunity not only 

to strengthen the Convention and its implementation, and to improve biosafety and biosecurity 

globally, but also to advance assistance, cooperation, response and preparedness of the States 

Parties.  

As a long-term supporter of the BTWC, the EU is firmly committed to contributing to the 

success of the Ninth Review Conference of the BTWC. Our primary aim is to adopt forward-

looking decisions and recommendations, which will provide a clear roadmap for the next review 

cycle, based on a productive intersessional programme. 

As part of this strong commitment to a successful Ninth Review Conference, the EU has 

provided substantial support to this end. In particular, I would like to mention the series of EU-

sponsored Regional Workshops for Europe and the Middle East, the Americas, Asia and Africa 

that were organised by the ISU in preparation for the Review Conference. The goal of these 

workshops was to increase common understanding of key issues and challenges and to facilitate 

building consensus on the need for, and measures required for, reinforcement of the 

Convention. The report of these Regional Workshops will be presented during a side event on 

 
*   North Macedonia, Montenegro and Bosnia and Herzegovina continue to be part of the Stabilisation and 

Association Process. 
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1 December. I would also like to note that the EU is sponsoring 28 delegates from 25 States to 

participate in this Review Conference. 

The EU Position on the Ninth Review Conference has been submitted to the Review Conference 

as a Working Paper. It includes a broad range of specific measures supported by the EU with a 

view to strengthening the BTWC. This statement will only emphasise certain priority issues 

while we remain ready to provide further information on EU position on all topics, as 

appropriate, during the upcoming deliberations. 

Mr. President, 

The European Union regards verification as a central element of a complete and effective 

disarmament and non-proliferation regime, including within the BTWC. The EU reiterates its 

readiness to explore the issue of verification in greater depth, taking into account the 

developments in science and technology relevant to the Convention as well as the evolution of 

the threat. In this regard, the EU encourages the Review Conference to take action on near-

term, concrete measures that would immediately strengthen the BTWC while negotiating 

further measures to strengthen the BTWC and its implementation in the upcoming 

intersessional period, including on increasing transparency and enhancing assurance in 

compliance. We call on States Parties to approach these issues in a constructive and ambitious 

manner and welcome concrete proposals. 

Taking into account the rapid developments in life sciences and in technology relevant to the 

Convention, the EU furthermore supports the Ninth Review Conference in delegating certain 

decision-making powers to the Meeting of States Parties.  

The EU also supports the concrete implementation of Article X of the BTWC through the 

numerous assistance programmes the EU and its Member States have undertaken. We consider 

international cooperation and assistance for peaceful purposes in the framework of the BTWC 

one of the most important aspects of the Convention, especially considering the experiences of 

the COVID-19 pandemic. Further action to enhance international cooperation, assistance and 

exchange in biological sciences and technology for peaceful purposes, on promoting capacity 

building in the fields of disease surveillance, detection, diagnosis, and containment of infectious 

diseases is of utmost importance. We stand ready to explore relevant initiatives aiming at 

reinforcing biosafety and biosecurity. 

In addition, the EU supports the promotion of biorisk management standards as a concrete 

measure to strengthen biosafety and biosecurity at the international level. 

Furthermore, the EU supports a Science & Technology Review Process based on more frequent 

and focused assessments of relevant scientific and technological developments, which may 

have implications for the BTWC. Such a Review Process has gathered widespread support since 

the Eighth Review Conference and its establishment is urgent and necessary to keep pace with 

advancements. The EU specifically supports the establishment of a dedicated board of experts 

and scientists. Such a mechanism could help identify emerging risks of potential misuse of 

technologies and expertise in dual use research and their potential relevance to the goals and 

objectives of the BTWC. The EU also supports the adoption of a voluntary code of conduct for 
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scientists as an element in this process, as well as the establishment of a science and technology 

officer position within the ISU. 

The EU also supports the operationalisation of Article VII, regarding assistance to States Parties 

that have been exposed to danger as a result of a violation of the Convention. Building on 

agreements reached at the Eighth Review Conference, which supported “the establishment of a 

database open to all States Parties to facilitate assistance under the framework of Article VII” 

as well as the establishment of guidelines for seeking assistance under Article VII, we 

particularly support the proposal by France and India to establish such a database.  

Another priority of the European Union and its Member States is universal adherence to the 

Convention. We are pleased that since the Eight Review Conference in 2016, six States have 

joined the Convention: Samoa, Palestine, Niue, Central African Republic, Tanzania and 

Namibia. We furthermore call on all States not party to the Convention to adhere thereto without 

further delay. We encourage them to participate as observers in formal BTWC meetings and to 

implement, on a voluntary basis, its provisions. In line with this priority, the EU has carried out, 

in the run up to this Review Conference, demarches on universal adherence to the BTWC with 

States not party to the Convention. 

We welcome the fact that in 2021 a record number of reports on Confidence Building Measures 

(CBMs) was submitted by States Parties. We strongly encourage all States Parties to use EU-

funded assistance tools such as the CBM guide and the electronic CBM facility to submit their 

annual CBM reports to the ISU. The EU furthermore recalls its long-standing support to further 

confidence building measures such as peer reviews, voluntary visits and other initiatives that 

contribute to enhance transparency. 

At the same time, we also encourage States Parties to participate in peer review initiatives and 

voluntary visits to relevant facilities and other transparency and confidence-building initiatives. 

It is important to note that these initiatives are not designed to be substitutes for a legally-

binding verification mechanism, but to strengthen national implementation and thereby the 

BTWC. 

The assistance the ISU provides to States Parties for the implementation of their Treaty 

obligations and to the intersessional work programme is invaluable. The EU continues to 

support the strengthening of the ISU’s role. 

Timely and full contributions to the BTWC budget are the essential requirement for the 

functioning and strengthening of the Convention, including for convening regular meetings and 

sustaining the ISU. Once again, we call on all States to fulfil their financial obligations under 

the Convention and to pay their assessed contributions on time and in full. We urge States 

Parties in arrears to pay their dues without further delay. 

 

Mr President,  

Since 2006, the European Union has provided substantial financial support of circa EUR 12 

million to BTWC core activities. The two Council Decisions that are being implemented by the 
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ISU provide approximately 5 million EUR in support of the BTWC. The latest decision was 

adopted in November 2021 and it provides 2 million EUR support notably to activities in Africa 

in the context of the Global Partnership Signature Initiative strengthening Biosecurity in Africa. 

There will be several side events on projects conducted as part of European Union support to 

the BTWC. 

Moreover, the EU is a staunch supporter of the UN Secretary-General's Mechanism for 

investigation of alleged use of chemical and biological weapons, the UNSGM. Currently we 

provide 1.4 million EUR in support of UNODA’s efforts to further operationalise and 

strengthen this mechanism, which is the only existing international independent mechanism for 

investigating alleged use of biological weapons.  

In this context, I also wish to also mention the important EU CBRN Centres of Excellence 

Initiative that aims at enhancing the institutional capacity of partner countries to mitigate CBRN 

risks, whether deliberate, accidental, or natural in origin. Under this initiative, more than 90 

projects have been funded, with one third of them addressing biological security amounting in 

overall to EUR 85 million. There will be a Side Event today (28 November) at 13.00 presenting 

the EU CBRN Centres of Excellence.  

Mr President, 

The EU underlines that gender equality and the empowerment of women and girls is an 

important horizontal priority for the Union and emphasises the importance to integrate gender 

perspectives into discussions in the BTWC. Furthermore, as a firm supporter of Action 36 of 

United Nations Secretary-General’s Agenda for Disarmament, which focuses on the “Full and 

Equal Participation of Women in Decision-Making Processes”, the EU fully supports and 

promotes the equal participation of women and men in the field of disarmament, non-

proliferation and arms control and encourages women’s participation at the BTWC Review 

Conference. 

We also support disarmament and non-proliferation education, to which the EU Non-

Proliferation Consortium, the European network of independent think tanks, is contributing 

with various activities. In line with the EU Youth Strategy, the EU also encourages the inclusion 

of youth in the debate relating to the BTWC. To that end, the EU recalls that on 21 January 

2019 it adopted a Decision that provides funding in support of a project aimed at providing 

capacity-development opportunities for young policymakers, scientists and academics from the 

Global South engaged in fields related to the BTWC. A side event on the presentation of the 

recommendations of the Youth for Biosecurity initiative partners for the Review Conference 

will take place on 30 November.  

Mr President,  

We note that Russia has invoked procedures under Article V and Article VI of the Convention. 

Regrettably, this long-awaited Ninth Review Conference of the BTWC takes place at a time 

when Russia's unprovoked and unjustified war of aggression against Ukraine rages on, and 

Ukraine’s civilian population and civilian infrastructure is being deliberately targeted and 

destroyed. We condemn in the strongest possible terms Russia’s aggression, which grossly 



6 
 

violates international law and the UN Charter, and undermines international peace and security. 

As part of its aggression against Ukraine, Russia has been engaged in a campaign of 

disinformation in spreading unsubstantiated and unfounded claims, among other things, 

regarding alleged development of biological weapons in Ukraine.  

Articles V and VI are crucial in ensuring confidence in compliance with the BTWC. They 

should therefore be invoked only on a well-founded basis. Efforts to misrepresent or undermine 

legitimate health related research and capacity building, including for strengthened biosafety 

and biosecurity, only weaken the Convention and undermine international cooperation for 

peaceful purposes under Article X. This includes important efforts to prevent, detect and control 

possible outbreaks of disease, which the European Union strongly supports.  

The processes under Article V and VI have been concluded. Any further discussion here on the 

allegations would only prove the lack of good faith towards this Review Conference’s goals. 

The States Parties should focus on the important task ahead of us: to strengthen the BTWC and 

its implementation, to ensure the Convention remains responsive to S&T developments, and to 

pave the way towards a productive intersessional period. 

 

Mr President,  

Allow me to assure you once again that the European Union and its Member States have a 

strong interest in a successful Ninth Review Conference and will spare no effort to this effect.  

Thank you. 


