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OUTLINE

» Forms and direction of transparency

» Objectives of transparency

» Past BWC discussion around transparency in the BWC
 Transparency in or of what?

 Tools and approaches to enhancing transparency

* Moving forward
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TRANSPARENCY

» Transparency can take different forms:
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seclarations Handbook 2013 version 3
NATIONS . ‘
Part1 Exchange of data on research centres and laboratories IATIONAL SOCIETY
- o . Form A-2 Country Code: FECTIOUS DISEASES
7 \ Security Council Distr. i ) ) 1 . . X
\y @/ GENERAL At the Third Review Conference it was agreed that States Parties continue to implement the v Primary Declaration Identification for the Section: A
\§ 2 following: Submission of Initial Declarations Page n of n pages:
= S/RES 687 oo Date (yyyy-mm-ddy OURTEAM PROMED NEWS ~MEDIA INFORMATION ~ SUBMIT INFO
8 April 1991 "Exchange of data, including name, location, scope and general description of activities, on yyvy .
research centres and laboratories that meet very high national or international safety
standards established for handling, for permitted purposes, biological materials that pose a
high individual and community risk or specialize in permitted biological activities directly ‘onfid. | Does your State submit any of the following initial
related to the Convention." nark declarations in relation to:
RESOLUTION 687 (1991) Modalities Name of Country ] N A\/ ‘ R U S
Ad i ncil its 2981 ing, The Third Review Conference agreed on the following, later amended by the Seventh X R
on 3 April 1991 Review Conference: Chcx_mcal V\'capouf". Yes U No
(Article IT, 1(a); Verification Annex, Part IV (A))
Data should be provided by States Parties on each facility. within their territory or under ; )
e ri ouncil, their jurisdiction or control anywhere, which has any maximum containment laboratories 0ld Chemical Weapons Produced Before 19252 Yes O No Q 3 COVID-19 update (34): selected country/region updates, variants, WHO
Recalling its resolutions 660 (1990) of 2 August 1990, 661 (1990) of meeting those criteria for such maximum containment laboratories as specified in the latest (Article II1. 1(b) (i): Vernification Annex, Part IV (B))
18 August 1990, edition of the WHO! Laboratory Biosafety Manual and/or OIE? Terrestrial Manual or other : . . ia T s 5
6 August 1990, 662 (1990) of 9 August 1990, 664 (1990) of ) ) < louc 3 COVID-19 update (03): livestock animals, surveillance, research / <& ) dudla) el g 3(3) 19-4
665 (1090) of 25 August 1990, 666 (1990) of 13 SeP“"‘f":‘(i:Zg; odd (1990) of equivalent guidelines adopted by relevant intemational organisations, such as those Old Chemical Weapons Produced Between 1925-19462 Yes O No O COVID-19 update (03): livestock animals, surveillance, LS8 22:3) 4
16 Septenber o e ﬁi::g{ o :‘;Eﬁ;‘;“:“ig;?,”;ﬁ (1990) of 28 November 1990, designated as biosafety level 4 (BL4, BSL4 or P4) or equivalent standards (Article 111, 1(b) (i): Verification Annex, Part IV (B))
eptember . :
678 (1990) of 29 November 1990 and 686 (1991) of 2 March 1991, States Parties that do not possess a facility meeting criteria for such maximum containment j Abandoned Chemical Weapons? Yes O No O
Welcoming the restoration to Kuwait of its sovereignty, independence and should continue to Form A, part 1 ). (Article I1T, 1(b) (ii). (iii): Verification Annex, Part IV (B)) ~avid-19 (14) - Europa: tratamientos fraudulentos, células madres y exosomas

Coercive transparency
(e.g. UNSCOM)

Politically binding
transparency measures
(e.g CBMs)

Legally binding
transparency measures
(e.g. Declarations)

Non-Voluntary
transparency (e.g. open
source data sources)

» Transparency can have different “directions” State to State, State to 1Os, State to
ublics, Publics and |Os to States.

 Transparency can be provided unilaterally or as part of a bilateral, plurilateral or
multilateral process.

UNITED NATIONS INSTITUTE
FOR DISARMAMENT RESEARCH

\O UNIDI




OBJECTIVES OF TRANSPARENCY

» Transparency measures are not a substitute for a verification.

* However, transparency measures can contribute to strengthening the BWC
through several routes. They can:

* Dispel concerns over non-compliance and resolve ambiguities
* Encourage compliance and deter actors from violations of the BWC

» Foster predictability and reduced scope for misunderstanding and suspicion

» Facilitate good practice in the implementation of the BWC

A note of caution, incomplete or inconsistent transparency data can be counter
productive, increasing ambiqguities and exacerbating concerns.
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TRANSPARENCY IN PAST BWC

DISCUSSIONS

1st Review Conference { e |Invited States Parties to make text of national legislation available

2nd Review Conference { e Established the CBMs

3rd Review Conference e Presentation of a biodefence transparency mechanism

* Trade and end user certification; declarations; transparency visits;
transparency thresholds

Ad Hoc Group
4th Review Conference
6th Review Conference

7th Review Conference
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TRANSPARENCY OF OR IN WHAT?
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TOOLS AND APPROACHES TO
ENHANCED TRANSPARENCY

* Politically-binding CBMs are an important transparency measure.

* However, several other tools and approaches could also help bull
including:

transparency,

DECLARATION IDENTIFICATION

Form A-1
General Reference Data of the National Authority
Regarding this Declaration

Country Code:
Section: A

Page n of n pages
Date (yyyy-mm-dd)

Confid.
mark

Name of Country
Name of National Authority / organisation:

Mailing address

Phone number
Fax number

e-mail address (if applicable):
Telex (if applicable)

(The following may be provided on a voluntary basis: list all contact
persons in the National Authority / organisation)

Declarations

or

“annual transparency

reports”.

ou 2 toxines et sur leur destruct

on

Réunion de 2014
Genéve, 1-5 décembre 2014

Réunion d’experts

Gendve, 4-8 aoiit 2014

Point 7 de Pordre du jour

Point permanent de Iordre du jour :
renforcement de Iapplication nationale

Exercice pilote de revue par les pairs tenu du 4 au 6
décembre 2013 a Paris’

Présenté par la France

‘ Introduction

Voluntary transparency
initiatives (including
peer review).

Twenty-first session
Geneva, 20 November - 8 December 2000

‘Working paper submitted by Australia

PRACTICE RANDOMLY-SELECTED TRANSPARENCY VISIT TO A
BIODEFENCE FACILITY

Introduction

A Practice Randomly-Selected Transparency Visit (PV) was conducted on
29 June 2000 at Australia’s Defence Science and Technology Organization (DSTO)

biodefence facility. The aims of the PV were to:

Visits d d at

e assess the potential benefits of Randomly-Selected T:

def facilities in

g the overall obj

of the future Protocol;

Transparency or
Confidence Building

Visits.

Development and Use of Vaccines Against Dual-Threat

Agents

Erhard Geissler Max Delbriick Center for Molecular Medicine, Germany

Abstract. This article recommends establishment of an
international Vaccines for Peace (VFP) program to
undertake research on and production of vaccines
against pathogens (and possibly toxins) that pose natu-
ral health threats and that are also putative biological
(and toxin) weapons. Vaccines for Peace is designed to
contribute to health care in developing countries, en-
hance international cooperation in biotechnology, and
reduce the danger of weapons proliferation. Vaceine
development would be carried out openly and would
involve scientists from developing countries that are
States Parties to the Biological Weapons Convention, as
well as personnel and facilities from the former Soviet
Union. The program would thus help convert biological
defense personnel and facilities to peaceful purposes.
The program would be administered by the World

“ Oroanization

ins that are natural enemies of people, animals,

and plants, especially in developing countrics,
are also putative biological warfare (BW) and toxin war.
fare (TW) agents.! They can therefore be described as
dual-threat agents. Research on and development of vac-
cines against dual-threat agents is necessary both for
civilian and military purposes. But military research into
vaccines against such dual-threat agents frequently
raises suspicions about possible intentions for offeasive

NUMI{R()US BACTERIA, VIRUSES, and tox-

se.

To counter reservations about such military uses, and
to facilitate the needed research on and development of
vaccines, | have proposed establishment of an interna-
tional program that may appropriately be called Vac-
cines for Peace (VFP; outlined earlier in Geissler, 198%
1089m

Collaborative research
projects.

INTERNATIONAL ARRANGEMENTS - EXCHANGE VISITS (On-Site)
(Rapporteur: Mr. Ashok Kapur)

(BWC/CONF.III/VEREX/WP.80)

Definition

Visits of experts belonging to appropriate scientific disciplines
of one country (i.e. a State Party) to facilities of another party

to such centres as laboratories or production facilities of another

State for scientific purposes under bilateral or multilateral

agreement.

Characteristics and technologies

The visits will be on a voluntary and reciprocal basis, with mutual

agreement .

It is essentially a confidence building measure but may be useful
as a potential verification method. These should be distinguished

‘wom other visits such as inspections.

Its main characteristics

Scientific exchanges or
laboratory twinning
processes.

» Open-source data can also provide additional information on inter alia:
outbreaks, publications, patents, trade data, national implementation.
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Annex A of Section A ~union des KIats partes a 1a convention 11 a0t 2014 - 1HE DEVELOPMENT, PRODUCTION AND BWC/AD HOC GROUP/WP .. i | verrie i Gorroares Soseary: il Fesourcos: it 16 e
Declarations Handbook 2013 version 3 sur I'interdiction de la mise au point, STOCKPILING OF BACTERIOLOGICAL 13 December 2000 BWC/CONF.III/VEREX/4 g o
icati Frangais sculement (BIOLOGICAL) AND TOXIN WEAPONS 5 . i LEER i
FORMS FOR GENERAL REFERENCE DATA AND PRIMARY :::e sfs:lL‘l)“r:.czt}u‘n et du suic_k‘age; des \ AND ON THEIR DESTRUCTION Original: ENGLISH Vaccines for Peace: An International Program of Weapons C National Measures Database

Legal cases and
prosecutions of CBW?

Isease




MOVING FORWARD

» Transparency measures can play an important role in building confidence in
compliance with the BWC.

* Enhancing transparency around dual use biology is particularly important in
periods of geopolitical tension and technological change.

» Partial transparency or conflicting transparency initiatives could be
counterproductive and there will be limits to the extent of transparency.

» Channels to discuss transparency related data might be useful to consider.

* There are a range of areas where BWC States Parties might seek to enhance
transparency and a range of tools that facilitate enhanced transparency.

» Suitable resourced and mandated, there is a role for the ISU in facilitating
transparency and perhaps undertaking basic analysis of related materials.
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THANKS
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