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The Academy in its memberships brings together 
more than 1200 scientists of the highest level



• PhD training
• Visiting scientists
• Research grants

• Prizes and awards
• Science diplomacy

Scientific capacity 
and excellence in 

the South

Scientists in the 
South and 
diplomats 

tackling global 
problems

TWAS Programmes – in line with the SDGs



The role of TWAS Programmes: 
build research capacity and 

scientific strength
• Increase research skills
• Improve research infrastructure
• Support early-career scientists
• Promote and catalyze research links
• Reward scientific excellence



•  Research Grants
•  PhD and Postdoctoral Fellowships 
•  Exchange/Mobility Schemes
•  Seed Grants for New African Principal Investigators
•  Recognizing Scientific Achievements: Awards
•  Regional Partners
•  Science Diplomacy
•  Climate Action
•  Young Affiliates and TYAN

TOTAL no. of programmes:  60+
TOTAL no. of opportunities/awards offered per year: 600+ 
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66 awards 
in 2022 
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TWAS PhD FELLOWSHIPS

• South-South mechanism

• 9 Programme Partners: centres of excellence in emerging 
economies (Brazil, China, India, Pakistan, South Africa, Turkiye)

• 778 PhDs on site in the host countries in 2022.

• 1,018 PhD awardees have graduated thanks to TWAS and its 
Partners since the onset in 2004.

• Over 2,000 peer-reviewed publications by TWAS PhD graduates.

NRF, South Africa



Established in 2004

Number of  partners in emerging economies: 19

PhDs currently onsite in 2022: 778

Total number of  fellowships offered since inception: 2,363

% awards to women: 28%

% awards to LDCs: 27%

% awards to Africans: 57%

Number of  developing countries covered in awards: 81 

Number of  graduates since inception: 1,018

Examples of  well-represented LDCs: Bangladesh, Ethiopia, 

Nepal, Mozambique, Rwanda, Sudan, Tanzania and Uganda

Number of  graduates in 2022: 47 from 16 developing countries

Number of  publications from 2022 graduates: 105

NRF, South Africa

TWAS South-South PhD Fellowships 
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EXCHANGE PROGRAMMES

•  Research training and transfer of skills

•  Collaboration and interdisciplinary research

•  Possibility of building long-lasting links

•  Internationalization, ideas, innovation

•  Inspiration and capacity building



Visiting Professors
Programme Sponsor/donor Partner Mechanism

TWAS Visiting Expert Italian Government ___ South-South
North-South

TWAS Research Professors in 
LDCs

Italian Government ___ South-South
North-South

Visiting Researchers
UNTBLDC-TWAS-ICGEB South-
South Programme for Exchanges 
and Collaborations

United Nations Technology Bank 
for Least Developed Countries

International Centre for 
Genetic Engineering and 
Biotechnology

South-South

UNTBLDC-TWAS-ICGEB South-
North Programme for Exchanges 
and Collaborations

United Nations Technology Bank 
for Least Developed Countries

International Centre for 
Genetic Engineering and 
Biotechnology

North-South

TWAS-SISSA-Lincei Research 
Cooperation Visits Programme

Italian Ministry of Foreign Affairs 
and International Cooperation, 
Italian Agency for Development 
Cooperation

Accademia Nazionale dei
Lincei, Scuola
Internazionale Superiore di 
Studi Avanzati

South-North

TWAS-DFG Cooperation Visits 
Programme

German Research Foundation 
(DFG)

German Research 
Foundation (DFG)

South-North

TWAS-UNESCO Associateship 
Scheme

Italian Government ___ South-South

TWAS Fellowships for Research 
and Advanced Training

Italian Government ___ South-South

TWAS Mobility Programmes for Research Visits



• The Scheme aims at supporting research visits by 
scientists with established competencies.

• The programme is for either training or collaboration.
• It can work both South-South and North-South.
• Possibility to reserve awards for Argentinian scientists 

through earmarked funds provided by Argentina.

TWAS Visiting Expert Programme



Professor N'Guerekata at the Faculty of Science, 
University of Bangui, Central African Republic





TWAS Visiting Experts

Examples of awards benefiting African countries

SUSTAINABILITY VISITING 
EXPERT

FROM GENDER HOST 
COUNTRY

VISIT DATES

Nwani Christopher Nigeria M Ethiopia Nov - Dec 2017
Ekunwe Peter Ayodeji Nigeria M Malawi June-July 2018
Barshep Yahkat Nigeria F Liberia Jan-Feb 2017
Meyer-Renschhausen Martin Germany M Lesotho Jul-Aug 2017
van Abel Nicole USA F South Africa Feb-17
Khujamberdiev Mirabbos UzbekistanM Tanzania Oct-17
Koch Florian Germany M Rwanda Sep-Oct 2017
Leipold Sina Germany F Senegal Jan-Feb 2018
Morgado Fernando Manuel Portugal M Mozambique Jul-18

TWAS Visiting Expert Programme



Visiting Professors
Programme Sponsor/donor Partner Mechanism

TWAS Visiting Expert Italian Government ___ South-South
North-South

TWAS Research Professors in 
LDCs

Italian Government ___ South-South
North-South

Visiting Researchers
UNTBLDC-TWAS-ICGEB South-
South Programme for Exchanges 
and Collaborations

United Nations Technology Bank 
for Least Developed Countries

International Centre for 
Genetic Engineering and 
Biotechnology

South-South

UNTBLDC-TWAS-ICGEB South-
North Programme for Exchanges 
and Collaborations

United Nations Technology Bank 
for Least Developed Countries

International Centre for 
Genetic Engineering and 
Biotechnology

North-South

TWAS-SISSA-Lincei Research 
Cooperation Visits Programme

Italian Ministry of Foreign Affairs 
and International Cooperation, 
Italian Agency for Development 
Cooperation

Accademia Nazionale dei
Lincei, Scuola
Internazionale Superiore di 
Studi Avanzati

South-North

TWAS-DFG Cooperation Visits 
Programme

German Research Foundation 
(DFG)

German Research 
Foundation (DFG)

South-North

TWAS-UNESCO Associateship 
Scheme

Italian Government ___ South-South

TWAS Fellowships for Research 
and Advanced Training

Italian Government ___ South-South

TWAS Mobility Programmes for Research Visits



TWAS-DFG South-North Cooperation Visits Programme
The TWAS – DFG Cooperation Visits Programme 2010 – 2020

AT A GLANCE:

 Started in 2010: over 300 awards 2010-2020 
 Total number of applications: over 1200 

 Three-month visits in German laboratories 
 Applicants: young researchers from Sub-Saharan African countries 

 Early-career candidates: within 5 years of their PhD degree 
 All fields supported 

 Increasing demand for the programme 
 100% return rate, no brain-drain, high-potential for capacity-building 



TWAS-DFG Cooperation Visits Programme



www.twas.org

E-bulletin: Sign up for updates





Thank you for your attention
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Peter McGrath
m c g r a t h @ t w a s . o r g
With thanks to:
Max Paoli
TWAS Programme Coordinator
m p a o l i @ t w a s . o r g   

www.twas.org
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